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WHO.  
In conjunction with Arizona State University and the U.S. Department of Commerce, this 
international conference will gather thought leaders and innovators from throughout 
the border region to define strategies and execute regional initiatives to create jobs 
and enhance economic growth.  Participants will include government officials; thought-
leaders from academic institutions; pioneers in the business community; and representatives 
from civil society and international organizations. The invited keynote speakers include:  
 
The Honorable Bill Richardson, Special Envoy to the Organization of American States 
The Honorable Jorge Castañeda Gutman, Former Secretary of Foreign Affairs for Mexico 
Thomas Friedman, New York Times columnist and Pulitzer Prize winning Author 
 

WHY 
The U.S.-Mexico border region is one of the most important trade corridors for 
North American businesses, representing a $460 billion economic relationship 
between the two countries.  The border region represents a critical staging point for 
U.S. commercial activity with Mexico where approximately 80 percent of U.S. 
exports pass through or originate in that region.  It is, therefore, the key to 
unlocking the true potential of the U.S.-Mexico relationship. 
 
As a means of facilitating a dialogue that will feed into the Border Governors’ 
Conference, the conference will focus on identifying regional solutions to border 
related challenges and priorities such as: workforce needs and educational 
development; trade facilitation and supply chain solutions for cross-border trade; 
border infrastructure needs and regional border planning; public/private 
partnership opportunities and new innovative technologies; and identifying cross-
border economic development and job creation strategies. 

WHEN & WHERE 
The event is scheduled to take place September 23-25, 2012 at the Fiesta Resort 
Conference Center in Tempe, Arizona. The first day will include a welcome reception and 
networking opportunities, and the second day will feature panels and discussions to 
identify regional solutions to border related challenges and priorities. The final day 
will have a mayoral panel on best practices for export promotion. 

 
 

How 
To learn more information or register for the event contact Mike Calvert at 
Mike.Calvert@trade.gov  or Colleen Fisher at Colleen.Fisher@trade.gov.  
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