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The change in government in Tunisia is resulting in an improved business 
environment for U.S. companies and new opportunities for exporters.  The new 
government is engaged in efforts to improve transparency and prevent corruption, a 
leading grievance fomenting the unrest preceding the ouster of President Ben Ali.  
U.S. companies will also benefit from the current drive to foster development in the 
long neglected rural areas via infrastructure and other projects.  Tunisia is 
receiving significant funding for such projects from multilateral development 
banks.  In addition, the climate for successful franchise partnerships has improved 
with the 2010 implementation of legislation streamlining the process for 
establishing a franchise.  At least half of the companies returning from the March 
trade mission to Tunisia have reported promising leads, indicating that they intend 
to return to the country to finalize deals.   
 
Trade specialists in Tunisia report many opportunities for U.S. exporters. To 
explore these opportunities, interested U.S. executives should contact the nearest 
export assistance center.   


