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LOCAL NEWS 
 
 
North Dakota Exports on the Rise up 24% in the First half of 2012 
 North Dakota exports were $2.05 billion for the first half of 2012, a 24% increase over 
2011, with total U.S. exports increasing 7% over the same period. The U.S. trade deficit 
narrowed to the lowest in 18 months and as of June 2012 is at $42.9 billion. June exports 
of U.S. goods were $132.8 billion, the highest ever recorded, with growth from states like 
North Dakota contributing. For more information on North Dakota exports in the first half 
of 2012 visit: 
http://export.gov/northdakota/build/groups/public/@eg_us_nd/documents/ 
 
U.S. Commercial Service Website Updated  
The website for North Dakota and Northwestern Minnesota has been updated and will 
continue to display relevant and current information on local, nationwide, and worldwide 
trade events along with export resources and services that U.S. Commercial Service 
provides. Check out the newly updated site at: 
http://export.gov/northdakota/ 
 
North Dakota Trade Mission to Colombia  
The U.S. Commercial Service in Bogotá, Colombia and the U.S. Commercial Service office 
in Fargo, North Dakota are setting up matchmaking meetings for prospective business 
partners for North Dakota businesses in Colombia. Trade Mission partners also include the 
ND Department of Agriculture, Foreign Agricultural Service, Food Export - Midwest and the 
ND Trade Office. The mission is scheduled October 9-12, 2012. There is still time to sign 
up for this mission. The deadline for registration is September 11, 2012. For more 
information on this mission please contact Heather Ranck at Heather.Ranck@trade.gov or 
701-239-5080. 
 
Student Internship ND Department of Agriculture 
This is a contract position with the Food Export Association of the 
Midwest - USA of Chicago, Illinois. This position is under the 
supervision of the North Dakota Department of Agriculture. This 
position shall work to promote and recruit companies to participate 
in Food Export Association of the Midwest - USA programs and 
activities. Applicant must be a college student enrolled in course 
work and live in the Fargo area. Applications must be received by 
August 31, 2012. Please contact Stephanie Sinner (701-239-7211) 

http://export.gov/northdakota/build/groups/public/@eg_us_nd/documents/webcontent/eg_us_nd_052013.pdf
http://export.gov/northdakota/
mailto:Heather.Ranck@trade.gov


or at ssinner@nd.gov. 
 
The Port of North Dakota: The First Years 
The Port of North Dakota became operational in 2008 and shipped its first containers in 
2010 is owned by Greg Johnson. The oil boom in Western North Dakota has brought 
interesting times to this company. For more information on the first years of this company 
visit: 
http://www.minotdailynews.com/page/content.detail/id/568121/First 
 
Looking for People with International Business Experience  
The North Dakota U.S. Commercial Service office has recently been contacted from 
numerous individuals looking to find a career in international business. These are very 
talented people with experience and language skills. If companies have positions available 
and are interested in qualified candidates they are welcomed to contact Heather Ranck at 
Heather.Ranck@trade.gov or 701-239-5080. 

 
 
 
 
Ex-Im Bank Opens New Regional Office in Minneapolis 
The center will assist local businesses in the region to realize 
opportunities abroad and provide enhanced access to Ex-Im Bank 
products and services. This new regional center is one of four opening up 

around the country.  The Bank will launch similar regional centers in Atlanta, Seattle, and 
Detroit. The Minneapolis office of Ex-Im Bank will be located in the Minneapolis office of 
the U.S. Commercial Service and will be directed by Denis M. Griffin. For more information 
visit: 
http://www.exportassistance.com/the-news/176-exim-bank-opens 
 
Group from Philippines Visit ND to Learn about Wheat 
Flour milling and food industry marketing executives from the Philippines visited North 
Dakota to learn more about the state’s hard red spring wheat and to develop new 
marketing campaigns to promote wheat consumption in their country. For more 
information visit: 
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-08-08/filipino-group-learning 
 

 
 
 
 

Minot State Participating in Education Trade Mission to Brazil 
Minot State will be one of the 66 U.S. colleges and universities to participate in the  
Commerce Department’s largest-ever education services trade mission to Brazil on August 
30-September 5, 2012. The mission, in close coordination with the U.S. Department of 
State’s EducationUSA Advising Centers, will explore opportunities for international student 
recruitment and partnerships with higher education institutions during stops in Brasilia, 
Sao Paulo, and Rio de Janeiro. More than 8,700 students from Brazil currently attend U.S. 
colleges and universities. For more information on this Trade Mission visit: 
http://ita.doc.gov/press/press-releases/2012/obama-trade-official-to-lead-historic-
education-trade-mission-to-brazil-080612.asp 
For more information on the university please visit: http://www.minotstateu.edu/ 
 

mailto:ssinner@nd.gov
http://www.minotdailynews.com/page/content.detail/id/568121/First-years-bring-interesting-times-to-Port-of-N-D-.html?nav=5010
mailto:Heather.Ranck@trade.gov
http://www.exportassistance.com/the-news/176-exim-bank-opens
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-08-08/filipino-group-learning-about-north-dakota-wheat
http://ita.doc.gov/press/press-releases/2012/obama-trade-official-to-lead-historic-education-trade-mission-to-brazil-080612.asp
http://ita.doc.gov/press/press-releases/2012/obama-trade-official-to-lead-historic-education-trade-mission-to-brazil-080612.asp
http://www.minotstateu.edu/


 
ND Companies Participating in Agro Salon 2012 in Russia 
Three companies from North Dakota are participating in Agro Salon 2012 held in Moscow, 
Russia on October 10-13th. For more detailed information on this show and how the 
companies are participating along with the Commercial Service visit: 
http://export.gov/eac/show_detail_trade_events.asp?EventID=33296&InputType=EVENT 
 
 
NATIONAL AND GLOBAL NEWS 
 
Russia Joins the WTO 
After 18 years of negotiations, Russia is now the newest member of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). The United States still has legislation in place (Jackson-Vanik 
Amendment), which is preventing the US from granting Russia permanent normal trade 
relations status. Without a change in that law, the US may continue to have challenges in 
the Russian market. Visit the link below for a USA Today story: 
http://www.usatoday.com/money/economy/trade/story/2012-08-22/russia 
 
Argentina and U.S. File WTO Consultations Against Each Other  
More issues continue to develop regarding trade relations between Argentina and the U.S. 
The Argentine government announced on Aug. 21 that it intends to launch formal World 
Trade Organization (WTO) consultations with the U.S. on barriers facing Argentina beef 
and lemon exports. This announcement came just hours after the U.S. launched formal 
WTO consultations over Argentina’s import policies. The Office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative was swift to condemn Argentina, arguing that it appeared to be mounting 
its WTO challenge in retaliation for the U.S. action, not for a legitimate reason. “The 
United States is surprised and disappointed at Argentina's reaction to our request at the 
WTO to resolve unfair restrictions applied to U.S. imports,” USTR spokeswoman Nkenge 
Harmon said. For more detailed information on this article please contact 
Carl.Anfinson@trade.gov.  
Source: Inside U.S. Trade  
 
Canadian Border Crossings Issues Frustrates Businesses  
Certain companies doing business on both sides of the border have 
reported bottlenecks and roadblocks to commerce. As a result, the 
U.S. and Canadian governments have launched initiatives to grease 
the wheels of commerce both by clearing border obstacles and 
aligning product regulations. For more on this issue visit: 
http://www.startribune.com/business/163493736.html?refer=y 
 
China Increases Buying Farmland in Australia  
Although there has always been a high level of foreign investment and ownership in 
Australia's food and fiber processing and manufacturing sectors, foreign ownership of 
Australian farmland is still quite low. However, Chinese FDI in agriculture is beginning to 
gain momentum over traditional European and American players. This is displayed by the 
recent bid by a Chinese company for 15,000 hectares (ha) in Western Australia increases 
views that China's outbound investment in agriculture will gain momentum in the coming 
years and places like the under-developed Western Australia state are main places of 
interest.  
Source: Business Monitor International  
 
Ukraine Ratifies Free Trade Agreement with Former Soviet Countries  
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Ukraine became the third country after Russia and Belarus to ratify a free trade agreement 
with former in the Commonwealth of Independent States. The agreement does not affect 
any plans for Ukraine to create a free trade agreement with the European Union.  
http://www.euronews.com/2012/07/31/ukraine-ratifies-free-trade-accord-with 
 
How Companies utilize the Commercial Service 
Story from a Pennsylvanian furniture manufacturer explaining how they came across the 
U.S. Commercial Services programs. The company goes on to explain services like the 
Gold Key matching service and how it helped them enter new markets. For the full story 
visit: 
http://infoviewer.info/infodisplay/story/iepKd0ux77S6WACJDPkNnim.html 
Next, A South Carolina company who manufactures cycling socks and received the 
presidential “E” award for excelling in exporting explains how to reach global markets. For 
full story visit: 
http://blog.trade.gov/2012/07/31/u-s-sock-maker-pedals-through-trials 
Last but not least, a Maryland company that maps underground pollution from large 
manufacturing facilities, oil terminals, pipelines and military bases gives advice on 
excelling in global markets. For full story visit:  
http://blog.trade.gov/2012/07/24/for-columbia-technologies-success-in-the-global 
Blogger Ed Marsh has a blog piece "International Sales Channel - Please? Pretty Please? 
They'd be Crazy Not to Add You" highlighting common mistakes of setting up international 
distributors and how companies can utilize the assistance of the U.S. Commercial Service 
 
 
SEMA: Creating Export Opportunities Through Innovative Programs  
The Specialty Equipment Market Association (SEMA) international department is focusing 
on a new initiative to provide members access to vehicles that are popular overseas but 
are not available for sale in the United States. SEMA Measuring Sessions provide members 
with a chance to scan, measure and photograph vehicles to assist manufacturers in 
producing products in a timely manner without incurring the cost of obtaining the vehicle. 
This program was made possible by a Department of Commerce Market Development 
Cooperator Program award from the U.S. government, which is working in partnership 
with SEMA to identify and create export opportunities for SEMA members. For more 
information on this Story and SEMA visit:  
http://www.sema.org/sema-news/2012/08/creating-export-opportunities 
 
U.S. Trade Deficit Lowest in 18 Months  
The U.S. trade deficit fell to its lowest level in 18 months at the end of June. It was helped 
by a steep drop in oil imports and a small rise in exports. The trade gap narrowed to $42.9 
billion in June, down from $48 billion in May. For more detailed information visit: 
http://www.manufacturing.net/news/2012/08/us-trade-deficit-falls-to-lowest 
 
 
 
 
 
EVENTS 
 
ExporTech 2012 in North Dakota – Oct 18 , Nov 12 
and January 2013 
The nationally acclaimed ExporTech program has just 
opened up for registration for 2012 in North Dakota 
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(Minnesota companies are welcome to participate as well). ExporTech is designed to help 
your company enter or expand into global markets by assisting in the development of a 
customized  international growth plan. Utilizing a team of exporting resources and experts, 
and assigning each company a one-on-one coach, we help your company move quickly 
beyond just planning, into actual export sales.  
   1st Session:  Oct 18, 2012 - Rationale & Strategy for International Growth; Marketing, 
market research, market selection; Plan template, strategy          
   2nd Session:  Nov 12, 2012 - Mechanics of Exporting- custom Agenda Based on 
Identified Company Needs, e.g. Financing, Export  Licensing, IP Risk, Logistics; Learn  
how to identify and remove obstacles 
   3rd Session:  January, 2013 - Present your customized International Growth Plan to a 
panel of experienced exporters with expert feedback and coaching from North Dakota 
District Export Council members. The cost of the program is $995 for up to two 
participants from the same company. Additional company participants pay $395. To apply 
or for more information, contact Heather Ranck at heather.ranck@trade.gov or at 701-
239-5080 or visit 
http://export.gov/northdakota/build/groups/public/@eg_us_nd/documents 
 
Export Control Seminars Throughout the U.S. From August to December 2012 
If you are interested in obtaining a list of 32 upcoming export control seminars throughout 
the United States ranging in dates from August 2012 to December 2012, please contact 
Heather.Ranck@trade.gov or Carl.Anfinson@trade.gov.    
 
Dubai & Northern Emirates- USA Road Show Minneapolis 
Date: September 27, 2012 
Location: Humphrey School of Public Affairs- University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 
This first-ever Road Show will bring a mix of U.S. and U.A.E. government officials, 
companies, and business organizations to Minneapolis with the objective of increasing 
awareness among American companies of opportunities to do business with the United 
Arab Emirates. This is a  U.S. Commercial Service sponsored event along with American 
Business Council of Dubai & Northern Emirates, and the National U.S.- Arab Chamber of 
Commerce and the U.S.- U.A.E. Business Council. For more information please contact 
Robert.Bannerman@trade.gov Phone: +971-4-309 4963 and visit:  
http://export.gov/unitedarabemirates/build/groups/public/@eg_ae/documents 
 
Global Opportunities in Animal Health Seminars: Australia and Brazil  
Date: September 18 and September 20, 2012 
Location: Colombia, Missouri and Olathe, Kansas 
Global Opportunities in Animal Health seminars featuring presentations by U.S. 
Commercial Service specialists from Australia and Brazil on opportunities for firms in these 
markets. In addition, hear from a panel of companies and state department of agriculture 
representatives to discuss regulatory issues, challenges, trends, and success of doing 
business in those markets. Finally, attendees will learn about current activities in this 
sector from the University of Missouri-Columbia and Kansas State University.  One-on-one 
appointments with the Commercial Specialists from Brazil and Australia are also available 
for registered participants. For more information and to register visit:  
http://export.gov/missouri/kansascity/tradeevents/localevents/index.asp 
 
Exporting to the Maquiladora Industry 
Date: October 10, 2012 
Location: Chaffey College Chino Community Center, Chino California 
As the U.S. and Mexican economies experience further integration, there are more than 
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5,000 maquiladora plants throughout Mexico, 60 percent of which are located along the 
U.S.-Mexico border, will have an ongoing need to source quality inputs, equipment and 
services from U.S. industry. The U.S. Commercial Service will host an all day event 
providing an overview of selling to the Mexican Maquiladora Industry. Learn how to export 
your products/services to Maquila representatives. For more information contact Erica 
Ramirez (909-390-8491) at erica.ramirez@trade.gov. Or visit: 
http://export.gov/california/ie/tradeevents/chinob2bmaquilaevent/ 
 
Shanghai International Disaster Reduction & Security Exhibition 
Date: October 10-12, 2012 
Location: Shanghai World Expo Exhibition & Convention Centre, Shanghai China  
 The Commercial Section of the U.S. Consulate General in Shanghai cordially invites 
American firms to participate in our U.S. Pavilion at the 4th Shanghai International 
Disaster Reduction and Security Exhibition 2012 to promote American disaster protection 
products and services to China’s emerging disaster response and safety market. This is the 
premier and most important event of its kind in China, and the largest platform for 
government procurement. For more information contact Jane.Shen@trade.gov or visit 
www.sidrschina.com.  
 
Renewable Energy Technology Conference & Exhibition (RETECH) 2012 
Date: October 17-19, 2012 
Location: Omni Shoreham Hotel, in Washington, D.C. 

RETECH 2012 focuses on assembling all of the renewable 
energy technologies, industries and applications in one place; 
providing government officials, utility executives, engineers, 
financiers, and other professionals a one-stop annual update 

on renewable energy. The conference program also features over 100 industry-leading 
speakers, covering all of the industry's key technologies. The Department of Commerce 
has certified this show and exhibitors can utilize services (matchmaking, showtime 
meetings, etc.) For more information on the event visit: 
http://www.retech2012.com/ 
 
The National Association of Home Builders International Builders’ Show  2013  
Time: January 22-24, 2013 
Location: Las Vegas Convention Center, Las Vegas, NV, USA 
For its 69th year the NAHB International Builders’ Show will return to Las Vegas, Nevada to 
hold one of the largest building industry tradeshows in the world and the largest annual 
light construction and residential building industry trade show in the United States.  In 
2013 the NAHB International Builders’ Show® will have more than 400,000 net square feet 
of exhibit space and attract approximately 1,000 exhibitors and 50,000 attendees. This is 
a Depart of Commerce certified show and the U.S. Commercial Service will bring 
international delegations. Questions or concerns about NAHB International Builders’ Show 
and the international delegation contact (James.Yi@trade.gov) or visit the show’s website 
for more information:  www.buildersshow.com   
 
 
 
 
World of Concrete 2013 
Date: February 5-8, 2013 
Location: Las Vegas Convention Center, Las Vegas, NV 
Since 1975, World of Concrete has been the industry’s ONLY annual international event 
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dedicated to the commercial concrete and masonry construction industries. Featuring 
indoor and outdoor exhibits, leading suppliers showcasing innovative products and 
technologies, exciting demonstrations and competitions, a world-class education program, 
and the information needed to help sustain and grow a commercial construction business. 
For more information or questions from the Commercial Service please contact 
Graylin.Presbury@trade.gov or visit http://www.worldofconcrete.com 
 
WEBINARS 
 
Export Opportunities in the Canadian Wind Market 
September 11, 2012; 1:00 CDT 
Cost: $75.00 
Canadian businesses, municipalities and federal/provincial government(s) are looking for 
technology that will provide them with tools and systems necessary to further strengthen 
the wind sector. With high levels of public support, necessary investments of almost $80 
billion and 1,500 MW of wind generating capacity added in 2012 alone, the wind energy 
sector is and will be experiencing the highest growth within the Canadian renewable 
energy sector. Learn about market opportunities as well as Commercial Service programs 
at the upcoming Canadian Wind Energy Conference and Exhibition (CanWEA), October 14-
17, 2012 in Toronto. For more information contact Connie.Irrera@trade.gov or 
Nyamusi.Igambi@trade.gov. 
Learn more/register: 
https://emenuapps.ita.doc.gov/ePublic/newWebinarRegistration.jsp?SmartCode=2QAA 
 
 
Safety & Security Equipment & Services - A Top Export Prospect for Mexico 
September 20, 2012; 3:00 PM CDT 
Cost: $65, $150 for the 3 security webinars 
The demand in Mexico for security and safety products and services has expanded in all 
categories of the industry, but mainly in personal protection and perimeter 
surveillance/protection. Other residential and industrial security solutions represent 
leading market segments. This webinar will give you key insights into opportunities in the 
Mexican market for safety & security equipment, and the knowledge to pursue sales. For 
more information please contact Diego Gattesco at Diego.Gattesco@trade.gov or 
Stephanie Heckel at Stephanie.Heckel@trade.gov. 
Learn more/register: 
https://emenuapps.ita.doc.gov/ePublic/newWebinarRegistration.jsp?SmartCode=2QAX 
 

Mandatory EU legislation covering material and articles in contact with food 
September 24, 2012; 10:00 AM CDT 
Cost:  $75 
In this webinar, Government and non-government experts will provide an overview of food 
contact legislation and steps to compliance. Hear about various ways to demonstrate 
compliance with food contact requirements. From this webinar you will be able to address 
technical issues (migration testing/documentation/standards), address mandatory 
certification requirements, and learn the steps to be in full compliance. For more 
information call Dusan Marinkovic at 317-582-2300 or email Dusan.Marinkovic@trade.gov 

 Learn more/register: 
https://emenuapps.ita.doc.gov/ePublic/newWebinarRegistration.jsp?SmartCode=2QA9 
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Brazil & its Safety & Security Needs, Market Opportunities for U.S. Companies 
October 19, 2012; 1:00 PM CDT 
Cost: $65, $150 for the 3 security webinars 
Brazil has an extensive and well-developed security market that has consistently 
registered an average annual growth rate of 15-20%, with annual sales around US$29 
billion.  High crime rates and general concern with personal security have increased the 
demand for security equipment and services.  In addition, Brazil will invest over $3 billion 
in domestic security projects in preparation for the World Cup and Olympic Games. These 
major events will create a huge demand for US companies' safety & security products. For 
more information please contact Diego Gattesco at Diego.Gattesco@trade.gov or 
Stephanie Heckel at Stephanie.Heckel@trade.gov.  
Learn more/register: 
https://emenuapps.ita.doc.gov/ePublic/newWebinarRegistration.jsp?SmartCode=2QAV 
 
Safety & Security Market Opportunities in Colombia 
November 19, 2012; 3:00 PM CDT 
Cost: $65, $150 for the 3 security webinars 
The Safety and Security market in Colombia is a steadily growing industry sector, 
requiring state of the art technology and specialized consultancy services. This gives great 
potential for US suppliers. There is little local production within this industry sector. Almost 
all electronic security equipment used in Colombia is imported. U.S. products and related 
services have enjoyed good market share in the S&S sector, offering quality and 
competitive prices.  It is imperative to have right rep with a clear understanding of the 
security risks and needs of companies operating in Colombia. For more information please 
contact Diego Gattesco at Diego.Gattesco@trade.gov or Stephanie Heckel at 
Stephanie.Heckel@trade.gov.  
Learn more/register: 
https://emenuapps.ita.doc.gov/ePublic/newWebinarRegistration.jsp?SmartCode=2QAW 
 

 
 
************************************************ 
Heather Andrea Ranck 
Office Director and International Trade Specialist 
Ph: 701-239-5080 
Email: Heather.Ranck@trade.gov 
 
Carl Anfinson 
Export Assistant 
Email: Carl.Anfinson@trade.gov  
 *************************************************************** 
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